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Complete Transcript of audiotape of interview between

Michael J. Duff .and Richard Altpater on October 23, 1995,

commencing at 7:35 p.m.
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x % %
ALSO PRESENT:
Lynne Altpater
Gerald Mielcarek
£ % &

EXAMINATION OF RICHERD ALTDATER

BY MR. DUFF:
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All right. This is what? Octaber 23rd?
Yeah.

We got Michael Duff, Gerald Mielcarek. It

also have present --

Richard Altpater.
Alt -- spell the last name, >
A-1-t-p-a-t-e-r.
All right., BAng your wife?
MRS. ALTPATER: Yezh.
Yep,
Lynne? Lynne?
Same last name.

All right. You're here and I'm recording this

conversation; is that correct?

MRB. ALTPATEFR: Yes. EXHIBIT
' 27
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[m 1] a | ¢o ahead.
' 2 0 You're aware of that?.
I 3 ' MRS. ALTPATER: Yes.
| 4 Q And it's done with‘ybur consent and your permission?
} 51 A Yes, ‘
] .6 MRS. ALTPATER: vYes:
71 © Okay. Now, you're here for purposés of, ah, being
i & questioned about what vou know about the Daniel Smith case.
9 A Yeah.
f 161 ¢ Do you Enow Darny Smith?
} 11 A Very -- pretty good.
! 12 o] Okay. Do you know anything about his involvement in
f 13 this case, ah -- what's the gentleman who is deceased?
i4 MR. MIELCAREK: Ronalgd Lally.
5 15 0 Ronald La}ly. Do you know any -- did you talk to Det,

16| Leiby about that case?
J 17 A Yes,
J' 18 ] And what do you know about that cage?

i8] & Not a whole lot, just know what people have said, what
i 20} he -- what Leiby told me that he heard about it.

211 0 What did Leiby tell you he - '
j 22 VA He heard -~ well, he told me -- he seen me ~-- he caught
23|+ me at this chick's house: and he said -- motioned me down the
24 road, this is how -- I was being waught with -- for a —- g

i 25 fugitive charge.
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0 Drug abuse?
a Drug abuse.

~And he said, well, now he's talking, he said, it's a
good thing you got caught before I talked %o you, he said, -
'cause, otherwise, they woﬁld think you're just saying this
to get off - to get off: hut then when -- after -- well,
when the tape wasn't on, he told me he could get me off of
this case if I -- if I cooperated.
g All right.
A And then I -- I had -~ I'm doing 2 years probation, 18
months in prison, and I didn't get off of shit.
Q Did you give him a statement?
A Yezah,
g What'd you teil him?

p: Well, I agreed with what he teld me.because he -~ he

‘said he had all these witnesses; and, yeah, he said people --

people -- peo?le told him that Danny offered me money to kill

this dude or make him move out of town or some shit —-

Q Yeah,
A -~ wanted to get rid of just -- just -- just to do
something ~- to do him or something.

Q Yeah. You told him Danny teld you that? _
A No, he said he ~- yeah, I told him that he told me that
people told him that Danny had asked me that. He said they

got -~ so he's got all these witnesses here and these

Jalowiec Records Discovery
Elyria Law Deparfment Files
Box 1 of 1
Page 1821

e T L T SR S Y R




Ly

o s

w1

people -- all thesé people said --

MRS, ALTPATER: Officer Leiby said that he had
30 witnesses saying -~- |
A 6 - |

MRS, ALTPATER: -- (inaudible) -~ what he
wanted us to agree to so that --
A He bad § of them that said that Danny offered me moﬁey.

MRS. ALTPATER: He said he had 30 witnesses,

A He had 30 witnesses, but 5 of them had tell ~~ saying
that Danny had gave ~- was offering me money.
0 All right. Somebody just walked in. Let me just check

this out a little,

MR, MIBELCBRER: Did a -- did he say who?
A Well, he wouldn't éay who -~

MRS. ALTPATER: He wouldn'#® say who.
.3 But I know who did it.

MR. MIELCAREK: Who was that?

MRS, ALTPATER: Well, we're sure it was

Darren.
A I'm sure it was Darren.
MR. MIELCAREK: And he's since gone into the
Service?
. Yeah.
MRS, ALT?ATER: Right,
A S0, he -- just went so -~ s0 he ain't got nothing here
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to do this. _

MRS; ALTPATER: Can't find him.

A You know. That's why -~ why he went to the Service.
Same thing he went to the Service for. He knows more about
it than anybody. |
0 He's like -- he's like (inaudible) -~ I mean, he's
Just --

MRS. ALTPATER: He's the one was lying out of
the top of his mouth anyway. I don't know anything about it,
really. ‘

A I didn't even know who he was; I didn't -~

MRS. ALTPATER: I naver efen knew who the guy
was, either, the first place. (Inaudible) thought of who he
is. I never -~ you know, I -- I never seen him, I don't even
know who he is or was, I should say.

MR. MIELCAREK: Is that the -- the one and
only time you ever talked to Leiby?

A No, he talked to me -~ they sent -~ got me in the

school, that guy ~- he got me in his car when he told me

that, ah, it was in his car the first time I talked to him,
I talked to him twice.

MR. MIELCAREK: Okay. Then, hold on until
Mike comes back. I -~ it «- it ¢ould be important. Wait for
him to come,

A A -- a Detective came to my house, ah, = couple months
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ago, asked me} said, has aﬁybody else ever bribed me. For
what? Asked me if any of Danny's friends tried to bribe me
or threaten'me. For what? What am I going to do if
(inaudible) -~ bribing me for?

MR. MIELCAREK: Was that after I was there?
a4 Yeah.

MRS. ALTPATER: Yeah.
A This was (inaudible).

MRS. ALTPATER! Right afterwards, wasn't it?
Said (inaudible) and they came right after.
A No, the same day, yvou mean, no.

MRS. ALTPATER: Not the same day. but --
B No, I don't know. It was ~- it was after you came, I'm
vrretty sure,

MRS. ALTPATER: ] know.it was --
A I don't ~- I don't know. _

MRS. ALTPATER: -- holiday -~ like I said, I~
never talked to nobody except for Leiby.
A He says, well, if anybody does try and bribe you or
anything, wonit'you let us know.

MRS, ALT?ATER: (Inaudible) I can't really
help anyway Cinaudibie}.

MR. DUFF: What's up? Where we at, Butch?
I'm sorry.

MR, MIELCBAREK: ﬁell, I -- 1'd asked him --
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Row many times I walked to Leiby.

MK. MIELCAREK: ~- how many fimes Leiby had
talked to him.
Q So, he wanted you to say --
4 He told me just to <~ he said -- just said -~ he said -~

he said just cooperate.

Q A1l right,

A And I héd -- had 18 months. I was cooparating.

o What did he mean cooperate?

A I wanted to be -- he wanted -- he wanted -- he didn't
tell me -- he wanted me to say what -- to agree with -- say

was truth, what everybody else was saying.

¢ All right.

A And it ain't fucking the right thing.

0 | Did you went ahead and say that?

A Um-hum,

0 It just wasn't true?

A Né.

0 It wasn't true?

A No.

Q So, you iied to Det. -~ to Det. Leiby?

A Yeah, 'cause I didn't want to do 18 months in jail.
0 Well, I understand. 1 understand. 8o you told him --
A I said, well ~- I said, whatever they said, whatever

they said, yeah.
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0 I don't like to turn.it off. Why? What do you want to

say?

MRS. ALTPATER: (Inaudible.)

-

Tell me the truth. That's all

A I am telling it.
MRS. ALTPATER: Danny never offered you --
A No.
Q | Danny nevetr offered you'any money?
A He -~ he asked me if I ever knew anybody would do

something Iike that, but he never offered it to me. He --

Leiby said that he -- he -- he offered $5,000,

0 Leiby said that?

A He said, Dan -~ somebody told him Danny offered me
$5,000.

0 Did Dan offer you §,0007?

A . Hell no.

0 Did Danny ever ask you to get somebody to kill this guy?
- No, hé asked me if I -- if I needed somebody to ~- he
asked me -~ I don’t know who he was talking about. He asked

me if I knew anybody (inaudible) like that.
I said no,

MR. MIELCAREK: And Darren Tackett's the one
that told Leiby that you were offered money --

A $5,000.

MR. MIELCAREK: We think.
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I'm pretty sure that's what he said.
MR, MIELCAREK: Tackett's gone in the Service,

He's out of the picture. He's gone away to the Navy.

MR. DUFF: Do you have the other witness list

names?

MR. MIELCAREK: Ah, Corrine Fike.
A And I was there in the house one day when -- when --.
whén ~- when Leiby first talked to me the first time.

0 You know her? What she got to say?
A I don't know what she's gonna say.

MRS. ALTPATER: I have no idea.

MR. MIELCAREK: She won't answer the door or
return our calls,

MR. DUFF: Ball right. .I'm gonna turn the tape
off. It's now 7:40. |

(8hort pause.)

MR. DUFF: BAll right. We're going back on the

record. Ah, we've been talking about Danny Smith's case.
Now, you said that Danny asked you about -- if you knew

he -- anybody that could --

) They would do something., Now, he didn't say anything
about killing anybody. He said something -~ he just asked me
if 1 -- if I knew anybody would be -- |

0 Could hutt someone?

A Yeah.,
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0 A1l right. And how did you take him o mean that?
A 1 fight 'cause, see, I like to fight. I thought, maybe,

ke was going to (inaudible) .whoop somebody's ass.

Q Yeah,
A And I used to whoop people's ass for money before,
0 Yeah,

A And'I -- and I says no, ‘cause I don't do that shit no
more 'cause I'm getting too old Ffor that,
0 Yeah, but did you think he was serious or what?

A No, I think he -~ me and Jackie, we -~ I just laughed it

“off. 1 said, come down, I don‘t do that shit no more 'cause

{(inaudible) I'm too old for that shit (~inaudible) I was

fucking with you anyway.

0 A1l right. 8o you didn't take him seriously?

A Hell, no.

e} He said he was Just screwing with you anyways?

A Yeah.

Q All right. So you don't believe he was serious about

requesting you «- _
A No, hell no. I didn't then, I -- I stiil don't.‘
0 All right.. |
Yoﬁ still don't believe it.
A No.
] How about you?

MRS. ALTPATER: No, I don't believe it.
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0 Okaf. Ddlyou know of anybody that Danny asked to do any
harm to Mr.‘Lally?

MRS. ALTPATER: No.
A No way.

MRS. ALTPATER: Danny was a big <lown,

MR. MIELCAREK: Did You hear rumors of anyone

else?

MRS. ALTPATER: Rumors?
A Of what? Him asking anybody else?
Q Yeah, rumors?
A No,

MRS. ALTPATER: Alls I ~-
& I just didn‘t -- all I heard was, next thing you know
that vou heard that'~— heard the story came out in the
newspaper,

MRS. ALTPATER: That -- that was --
A Now, I didn't eveﬁ know whoe he was talking about he
asked me --

MRS. ALTPATER: We didn't even -- we don't
even who the degeased was. HWe never saw whp it was,.
0 You never did know him?

MRS. ALTPATER: No. Now, who he is or what --
A I heard he was a smoker? That's all.

MR, MIELCAREK: How aboutvStanley?

A Well, Stan, he was like ~- now, I don't know about him
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and (inaudible)} but, you know, I know him and Stan were
buddies because they used to live together but I have -~ I
mean, I go to Stan all the time. Me and Stan was pretty
close; and I ~-- Stan never said a word -- hide -- word to me
about nothing like that.

Q How come they knew that?

2 I mean even ~- even after -- it came after a rﬁmor. John

just said that -- rumor was later on that Stan did it.

0 Stan whe?

A He and Stan -~

4} Jalowiec?.

A Something like that.

o] Stan what?

A He got -- he was asking me something like -that. I don't
think --

0 gow about Raymond?

- No, him I don't know that well -~ the‘old man, Popé?
Q Yes,

A I don't know him that well.

MRS. ALTPATER: I don't ~- we really don't

know him very well.

A 1 mean, he's all -~ I'm sure he wouldn't ask Stan to do

anything like that ‘cause Stan -- I mean I don't think Stan

. could have, either,

MR. MIELCAREK: How -- how long after the
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murder did Leiby approach you?
MRS. ALTPATER: That was after ~-
A It was a long time, it was awhile,

MRS, ALTPATEK: It was after Danny was

arrested.
A Yeah,
Q Any idea who else Leiby talked to about requesting the

same kind of information, just from your talking?
A He wouldn't tell us names. He wouldn't tell us no names
‘cause I wanted to knew who fold him this about me.

MRS. ALTPEBATER: (Inaudible)} tells Leiby.

A He wouldn't tell me. He said, just cooperate with me

t
1

‘cause I can get you off this drug case. 2And that what
what I want, |
Q He didn't, though, did he?
y:y Hell, Leiby didn't do shit for me.
Q 50, Leiby lied to you?
A | Exzactly.
| MRS. ALTPATER: Yeah, he did.
A Do I lie to you?
0 All right. I have -- that's what I don't understand.
How did you lie to him?
A I didn't lie., He -- he says, didn't (inaudible) offered
¥You money, didn't he offer you this money to kill, to -~

to -- to take this guy out or kill this guy.
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I says, hell, he didn't offer me no 55,000, He probably
would only -- he probably would only give me $2,000 or some
of that shit, you know.

4] ‘8o you were just prlaying along with his éame?
y:S Um-hum,
MRS. ALTPATER: Right.
G You told him what he wanted to hear?
A Exactly. That's why what heflold me to do,

He =-- why didn't you tell me, too, he sayé, just play
along,'just cooperate. I was cooperating, |
Q I --

E (Inaudibie) ~- he said, I'll get this drug case dropped
from -- for you. He said, don't worry about it. I even
called a few times, make -- tell him I was going to Court,
just somebody said show up.
Q And he never showed up?

MRS. ALTPATER: Never did nothing.

MR. MIELCAREK: When's the last time you spoke
with Leiby?
¥: Too long ago -~ not long encugh ago; I mean. No,
it's =~ it's long before my -- the last time I Went‘to~Court.
I ;ailed him up. He told me, well, call me up you -- when
you know you're going to Court; and he says, I'll be there,
I'11 ~- I'1l talk to somebody. Lying son of a biteh.

I got 18 months suspended and they got 3 years Probation
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and all this other crap, you know what I mean. He just shit.
me. Like want to do is just -~ he just used me.

MRS. ALTPATER: Yeah, he téld us he -- Danny
would never see the light of day again.
A He said that, he said, yeah, just --

MRS. ALTPATER:! He said we really -- dén‘t
really neesd us. |
A I said, well, I won't go on the -- I cgn't -- 1 can't go

on the stand and say that shit because, you know, it ain't

right.

He said, well, you ain't get -- you ain't gomnna be put
on the stand anyway. We're not -- they're not -- they're not
gonna --

MRS. ALTPATER: And he said he wasn't gonmna
need us anyway.
A -They're not gonna -- they're not gonna -- they're not
gonna call you in anyway.

MRS. ALTPATER: BAnd they had --
-1 . So, you ain't gotta worry about it.

| MRS, ALTPATER: -~ flat iron closed without

us. (Inaudible.)
A He said you're -- you're -- you're not gonna -- you're
not gonna get subpoehaed into Court.
8  Was that yﬁur address?

MRS. ALTPATER: Yeah, that's who I think it
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is,

MR. MIELCAREK: fThat's Dana?
Yeah, yvour phone number?
{Inaudible.)
Where?
45 100 block in Elyria.
What was vour maiden name? fou logk aﬁful familiar.
MRS, ALTEATER : McAllister,
MR. MIELCAREK: Do you ever see Chris?
MRS, ALTPATER: No, I don't.

Very seldom; I used to see her for a while there, but

MR. MIELCAREK: Any idea what her phone number

Third --

MR. DUEFF: Let me get the witness list and see

where you can recognize any other names.

o0

Lo

Let me get the list.

We're back on the record,

Ah, Lynne Altpater, ah --

Altpater.

Okay. I'm sorry.
Well, let's make sure it's right, you know.
You say Danny could ~- tell me what you just said.

MRS. ALTPATER: Danny asked me if I could get

Jalowiec Records Discovery
Elyria Law Department Files
: Box 1 of 1

Page 1834




-

him some poison from the doctor's office 'cause he wanted to

get rid of them cats that kept crawling on his cars.

0 You told Det. Leiby that?

MRS." ALTPATER: Yes, I did, but he didn’t
believe it. He said that he_~~ Danny wanted the poison for
something else. 7T said, whatevér. I don‘t know what he
wanted it for.

Q- Havelwhat? Chloroform?

MRS. ALTPATER: Yeah, but I couldn't get
Chloroform. ' I work for a foot doctor.

0 Who do you work for?

MRS. ALTPATEE; I don't work there any more.
The doctor's out of town. I work for Bob Evans. I been
there for 2 -- almost 2 years. |
4] Do you know Jim QOwens?

MRS. ALTPATER: Yes, I do._

How do you know Jim Owens?
Q I just know him. Okay. Anything else you know about
this case --

MRS. ALTPATER: That's --

6] ~—- while I got the tape on?

Rick?
A Hum?
Q Anything else You want to say on the tape?

B (Inaudible.)
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(Inaudible) for the purpose of %illing some person?
MRS. BLTPATER: ﬁo, I do not,
F:{ I never pictured Dan fo be like that. I mean, I --
MRS. ALTPATER: I mean I used to let Danny
come in. He used to stay at our house. He used to take --
A He baby-sit our kids at Christmas for christ's sake.
MRS. ALTPATER: He even watched my kids and
stuff. We went to dinner together. I mean he was just like
a‘family member for christ's sake.
A We -- he -~ I mean, some people uged to come down --
kids used to come from miles around. We kept Dan in oﬁr
house 'cause Dan woulid make them all lavgh. 1 mean --
MRS. ALTPATER: He was just a big clown.
MR, MIELCARER: What -- what -- when -~ when
did he ask for the ¢hloroform? How much ~-~ how pricr to
this ~- this killing?
MRS. ALTPATER: Oh, god, it was months before

all that happened -~ months before that all hapéened; In

‘fact, I didn't think I was working at the doctor's office

when that happened anyway,
I don’t remember now.
A He said he was gonna put in it the trash when -- so when
the cats got in his trash, he said it was on his property.
MRS. ALTPATER: But I mean I, you know I --

A Kiil the cat.
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I'm gonna turn the tape off. Ckay?
MRS. BLTPATER: Okay.

(End of tape.)
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